An epidemiological review of tuberculosis in the Puerto Rican population.
Past and recent developments related with tuberculosis (TB) epidemiology in the island were reviewed. Characteristics of the disease such as surveillance, incidence, mortality and the relation of TB with HIV infection were included. TB remains an important public health problem in Puerto Rico and in the Americas, particularly, in HIV-infected patients. From 1981 through 1998, a total of 1,000 AIDS/TB cases has been reported in the island accounting for 4.4% of the total of AIDS cases. 82% of the AIDS/TB cases were males. The incidence was highest among injecting drug users (IDUs) infected with HIV. The overall incidence of TB in recent years seems to reach a plateau. By the contrary, AIDS/TB cases have been increasing. However, problems of under-reporting must be taken into consideration when analyzing morbidity trends. Adequate and innovative solutions to maintain TB control in the community must be promptly implemented.